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SB23-206 — Improving Colorado’s Health and Safety:
Radon Notification, Disclosure, and Warning Law

RADON PROFESSIONALS
SAVING LIVES

Risks From Radon

e Radon is a colorless, odorless, naturally occurring, radioactive gas that is the leading cause of lung cancer deaths
among nonsmokers and the second leading cause of lung cancer deaths overall in the United States.

e Colorado has an estimated mean radon level of 5.8 pCi/L, well above the EPA action level of 4.0 pCi/L.*

e Eachyear, about 21,000 deaths in the United States, including 500 deaths in Colorado, are attributable to radon-induced
lung cancer.

What Does SB23-206 Do?

e Increases transparency and disclosure of information about any known radon hazards in a dwelling — including any
radon tests performed and association results, information about any radon mitigation systems installed and general
radon educational materials — by adding a form in sales contract or leasing processes.

e Requires a standard, distinct warning statement about radon in home sales and leases that advises:

(1) testing the home for radon and
(2) mitigating the hazard if elevated radon levels are found.

e Provides accountability for sellers, landlords and realtors to ensure compliance with disclosure and notification
requirements.

¢ Significantly improves health outcomes without testing or mitigation mandates.

Benefits

¢ Increases transparency of disclosures o Parallels other real estate disclosure processes, like

e Improves public health and safety lead-based paint and asbestos

e Protects our most vulnerable community members — e Designed to not impede timing of transactions
children and seniors e Low barriers to implementation

¢ Increases voluntary testing without mandates e Lowto no cost

What SB23-206 Does Not Do
o Does not require sellers and landlords to test for radon or install radon mitigation systems.

Proven Results

e Awareness laws greatly improve voluntary testing and public health outcomes. A 2018 study found that individuals in
states with notification policies were twice as likely as those without policies to have heard about radon-related health
issues, and were more likely to test their homes.2

¢ Radon notification laws exist in 9 states. Within two years after the law took effect in lllinois, more than half of buyers of
homes subject to the requirement were having their homes tested. By 2015, in Minnesota, the annual rate of radon
mitigations had increased more than 300% above the annual level prior to 2012.3

Reducing Health Impacts and Costs

e The impacts of radon exposure have serious individual and public health implications. The National Cancer Institute’s
Cancer Trends Progress Report provides a $23.8 billion dollar estimate of national expenditure for lung cancer care in
2020 U. S. dollars* and these costs are borne by individuals and the state.®

e Radon exposure also has disproportionate impacts in certain communities. Neighborhoods with the lowest incomes and
more renters may be less able to protect themselves from radon.®

Questions? Contact Wes Skiles at 720.203.6565 or Jennifer Goodrum at 303.999.6553

Supporters
e American Lung Association
e Rocky Mountain Chapter AARST
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From RMAARST, On April 14, 2023, we will have a day at the capitol to raise awareness
about the bill and meet with legislators. We want our members to join us at the capitol to
share their expertise. This is a great opportunity to engage in the legislative process and ad-
vocate for radon awareness!_Please email petersonr@agwco.com ASAP if you are able to
join us on April 14!
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